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News From the Board of Education 
 
The Board of Education has decided to embark on the 
development of a new strategic plan.  At the January 
meeting, the Board confirmed the plan and how a new 
strategic plan will be developed.  
 
News in Education 
 
Gold Trail has been provided a grant in the amount of 
$32,500 to support mental health and well-being 
promotion in the district.  The district will use the grant 
to provide trauma-informed learning sessions with Kim 
Barthel for staff and community members.  

Both David Stoddart School and Cayoosh Elementary 
School are again being funded to offer the After School 
Sport and Arts Initiative (ASSAI). The mission of ASSAI 
is to invest in enriched after school programming that 
enhances participants’ overall health, learning, and 
well-being. Funded by the Province of BC through the 
Ministry of Community, Sport, and Cultural 
Development, ASSAI supports participating school 
districts to offer safe, accessible, high-quality, and fun 
programming that meets the needs of their school 
communities. The objective of the program is to 
develop and deliver after school programming in sport 
and arts for students in Kindergarten to Grade 8 who 
face barriers to participation due to financial, 
geographical, cultural, family circumstances, 
behavioral and other factors. 

The English First Peoples classes of Desert Sands 
Community School and Kumsheen Secondary School 
came together to experience the Stein Valley and share 
the cultural importance and history of the Stein.   

 
 
Elder Roger Porter is 
teaching students at Cache 
Creek Elementary School 
how to play Lahal.  
 
 
Students at Desert Sands 
Community School  have 

been making drums, pine needle baskets and paddles 
with community members and elders.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior students at Kumsheen Secondary School 
participated in a canoe trip along the Harrison River 
with Ridge Wilderness Adventures. The canoe trip 
served as a way for students to work collaboratively 
with purpose and spend the day connecting with the 
land and each other.   
 
News in Business 
 
In January, the district is implementing a program to 
increase staff awareness of cybersecurity and 
information technology security in general.  The project 
includes training videos to raise awareness of security 
terminology, identification of security threats such as 
phishing emails, and knowledge of options of how to 
deal with potential threats.  
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